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U.S. Policy Context of 2019
“It’s a disaster!”

Two years into the new administration, facts are 
under assault, as are concerns with inequality
President Trump: over 8,000 falsehoods during 
his two years in office
 An average of 11 lies per day on Twitter, in speeches 

and press interactions 
 Kellyanne Conway, counselor to the president, 

described them as “alternative facts”
Evidence is imperiled across the administration



U.S. Policy Context of 2019
All is not lost…

Capable career staff in many agencies
Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act
 Requires agencies to create data inventories
 Encourages agencies to make data public
 Encourages agencies to use government data to 

generate evidence about programs and policies
 Establishes a common application system for 

researchers to seek access to restricted data
 Establishes a government advisory committee to 

review data coordination and access
A climate for evidence exists!



Founded in 1936

Committed to 
understanding 
human behavior 
through research. 

The most pressing 
challenges 
confronting young 
people change 
over time.
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New Research Findings

How can we cut child 
poverty in half in 10 years? 
New report from the 
National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine
Committee chaired by 
Greg Duncan
William T. Grant 
Foundation was a funder



New Research Findings

Is this realistic? 
Yes!

FIGURE S-2 Child Poverty Rates as Measured by the Supplemental 
Poverty Measure (SPM), 1967–2016, Using the Current Population 
Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).







New Research Findings
Dynamic complementarity

Studies of early child care are usually separate 
from studies of formal education
A new study of changes over time in Head Start 
and education funding shows effects are 
complementary
 Each has separate effects
 Effects are even more powerful taken together

Source: R. Johnson & K. Jackson, “Reducing inequality 
through dynamic complementarity: Evidence from Head 
Start and public school spending.” NBER Working Paper 
23489, forthcoming in American Journal of Economics.



The Research We Need

Shift from understanding inequality to reducing
inequality

Examine complementary investments across the 
life-span

Examine cross-system investments in children 
and youth
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