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58% of all school leavers 

in Glasgow come from the

most deprived SIMD quintile

Understanding the complex 

process through which 

disadvantage leads to lower 

educational attainment is 

key for reducing inequalities 

Children from economically disadvantaged families are more 

likely to achieve above-average cognitive scores if they have 

highly educated parents. Some of the parental education effect 

is explained by the following activities:

Places and schools Individuals and families

A multidimensional perspective to study 

inequalities 

Country 
(education 

systems, childcare 
provision, policies)

Neighborhood 
(area 

(dis)advantage; 
public services)

Family (cultural, 
social and 
economic 

resources, parent-
child interactions, 

etc.)

Individual (gender, 
age, ethnicity)

Among the key factors enabling children from 

economically disadvantaged backgrounds to 

succeed are:
(Preliminary findings based on Growing Up in Scotland) 

• Parental education  Home environment

-regular routine

-books/stories

-stimulating activities

Independent of parental education:

• Housing tenure (owning or renting) 

• Small remote towns and rural areas 

• Calm atmosphere at home 

• Frequency of activities done by parents with their 

children (see below)

The higher the proportion of pupils from deprived areas 

within schools, the lower the school average attainment 

(but some schools with similar degrees of disadvantage 

perform better than others) 
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Percentage of pupils within Glasgow schools attaining 3+ SCQF at Level 6 (Highers) by 

share of pupils who live in 20% most deprived areas in Scotland (2017)

Understanding Inequalities research 

We are currently investigating the factors that are associated with 

cognitive and non-cognitive outcomes during early years and their 

role in explaining and perpetuating the existing social inequalities. Of 

particular interest are individuals from less advantaged social 

backgrounds who manage to break the vicious cycle of social 

reproduction (‘resilient people’). 

Some of the studies in progress are: 

• Social inequalities during the transition to primary education

• Social differentiation in the influence of maternal employment on children 

socio-emotional wellbeing 

• Parental practices and child development

• Against all odds: Enabling factors in early childhood for non-cognitive and 

cognitive outcomes

• Disentangling the importance of individual and family factors on 

educational and labour market outcomes using a sibling design
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Eating more than 5 veggies the day before  (vs. no veggies)

However, other activities/factors within the family matter for the  

cognitive development of children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds (regardless of parental education):

Most deprived Least deprived

Data source: Growing Up in Scotland

Probability of obtaining a listening-comprehension score above the median  

Probability of obtaining a listening-comprehension score above the median  
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